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Authorities to Take Steps to Protect the Public

False Creek, a part of the Fraser River watershed, which

runs near the Vancouver Olympic Village, has sediments

that contain dangerous chemical contamination i —_—
including elevated levels of PCBs, PAHs, copper, lead,

and other heavy metals i it was announced today by local and international water conservation groups. The
groups, led by the local Fraser Riverkeeper i which commissioned tests near the Olympic Village and notified
the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority (VCHA) last month of the toxicity i now call on Vancouver to take
immediate steps to educate and protect the public.

fiTens of thousands of at hl et es, workers and spectato
which Olympic Village is housed, daily; we call on VCHA to immediately warn the public to stay out of these
waters, 0 said Fraser Riverkeeper Doug Chapman. AOur
Fraser Riverkeeper remains concerned about the well-being and long-term health of our community. We have

an obligation to help inform the public, as they hav

On January 11, 2010, Fraser Riverkeeper wrote to Van
acutely toxic and contaminated sediment samples obtained from two False Creek locations east of the

Cambie Street Bridge in front of the Olympic Village on December 23, 2009. At that time, Fraser Riverkeeper

asked what steps would be taken to protect the public from the contamination, and a request was made that

the public be warned immediately about the dangers of wading in and using these contaminated areas. The

group was informed during a meeting on February 8" by VCHA officers that the agency has known about the
contamination for a decade.

i Wéave done our duty by testing for the presence of toxins and informing the authorities; we now urge the
VCHA to do theirs by remedying the situation and not
Chapman continued. fi Tdono esponse franeVCHAthaeit interds te take steps to
protect the public, nor has any warning been issued.

Laboratory analyses of the samples collected by Fraser Riverkeeper were conducted by CANTest and
establish that False Creek sediment is contaminated with elevated levels of PCBs (Polychlorinated biphenyls),
PAHSs (Polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons i chemical compounds that occur in oil, coal, and tar deposits, and
are produced as byproducts of fuel burning), and toxic heavy metals including copper and lead. PCBs are
banned compounds that can cause skin lesions, severe liver damage, and acute systemic poisoning that may
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be immediately fatal. PAHs are of concern as a pollutant because they are known carcinogenic, mutagenic,
and teratogenic toxins. PCBs and PAHs enter the human body most commonly through contact with the skin.

According to John Werring, Salmon Conservation Biologist at the David Suzuki Foundation and Advisory

Board Member of Fraser Riverkeeper, the tests show that several chemical parameters exceed British

Col umbiabés contaminated regul atory | i miHe¢$urthermotedthdte pr
some chemicals also exceeded regulated limits for soils for residential areas and parks.

AiWe call on t he WYgodtldgnageowainingne gublie and to monitor boat traffic, which may
need to be controlled to prevent stirring up these h
Director of Advocacy Programs for Waterkeeper Alliance. i The ey e s arke ontVaneouvwerdar thed

Olympic Games. While we understand the city may not want to draw attention to this problem at this time,

ignoring it, and thereby failing to protect the public, would be dangerously irresponsible, a real embarrassment
forthecty and country. o

AThe public must be protected, o6 concluded LauirGfn Hor
course, we are concerned about athletes and visitors to our country, but we are also concerned about the

long-term health and well-being of the local and provincial communities, which use and enjoy these waters

yearr ound. O
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Fraser Riverkeeper President Mark Mattson
Carries Olympic Torch

Fraser Riverkeeper Board President, Mark Mattson, ran the Olympic torch for a leg in the Vancouver 2010
Olympic Torch Relay. Mark ran with the flame on Wednesday, February 10" in North Vancouver at 12:30pm.
along Mountain Highway.

Mark was proud to take part in this ancient ritualand said, fi As Presi dent of talne Fr as
honoured to represent the Fraser Riverkeeper as part of the great team of Canadians who've participated in

the torch run from all across the country and the athletes who will represent Canada during the games. The

people and communities who have worked so hard to start and build the Fraser Riverkeeper organization, as

well as the generations of future British Columbian's who will also benefit from the beautiful Fraser River,

wereon my mind. 0O

Over the past ten years, Mark acted as counsel for environmental and public interest groups in more than 40
hearings and represented clients in both Provincial and Federal courts. He is a founding member and Board
President of Fraser Riverkeeper and he is also the founder, President and full-time Waterkeeper with Lake
Ontario Waterkeeper in Toronto.

The Vancouver 2010 Olympic Torch Relay began on October 30th in Victoria, and the flame's journey crosses
Canada. The entire relay comprises a 106-day over 45,000km, with around 12,000 torchbearers. The torch
is lit several months before each Olympics games event in Olympia, Greece -- the site of the original games.
The torch relay ends during the opening ceremony on Friday, February 12™.

N
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Mary Woodbury, Alison Bradley, Mark Mattson, Lauren and Eden Hornor
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Rally During the Games to Save Wild Salmon!

February 20th, 1:00 p.m., Vanier Park: It is time once again to stand up for wild salmon! Wild Salmon Circle is
hosting another salmon rally to bring attention to BC's fish farms -- this time to reach the eyes of the
Norwegian media focused on the Olympic Games. Over 90% of BC fish farms are owned by Norwegian
companies.

Rally During the Games to

Save Wild Salmon
Saturday, Feb. 20 @ 1pm
Vanier Park, Behind the Planetarium

e

More than 90% of ﬁsh fgrms in BC are owned by
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http://wildsalmoncircle.com/
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New Pollution Hotline and Mapping Project Launches

Fraser Riverkeeper is building its community awareness projects by expanding our Pollution Hotline program
and offering an interactive map to the public. Our goal is to continue to provide the Fraser River community
with a go-to resource for ensuring swimmable, drinkable, and fishable waters.

Pollution Hotline

Fraser

Ri ver k efreqonembérss 1-888+D-KEREFPER (553-3737). Look for our boat

out on False Creek and the Lower Fraser during the Olympic Games and beyond, and check out our posters
tacked to places in prominent marinas -- with our new number. We want to make it easy for people to reach

us with pollution concerns. You may also fill out a pollution form, or download a distributable pollution poster,
on our website at http://www.fraserriverkeeper.ca/pollution-hotline/.

IM Rivers Mapping and Swim, Drink, Fish Index

We want to thank |M Rivers for their generous donation of a one-year license to Fraser Riverkeeper in 2010.
IM Rivers provides an interactive mapping interface for river network organizations wishing to provide their

communities with updated information on the state

of their waters.

In the upcoming months, we will be building the map for the Fraser River Community, with information
regarding the recreational, historical, and conservation points of interest along the Fraser, data findings on

FRKb6s water sampling

and

w hyaur comrhuinity anchaimedife, fupdatest h e

regarding the state of our river and event mapping. We will also include a risk profile: a swim, drink, fish index
project that we will incorporate with IM mapping to provide advisories, alerts, and information dealing with how
safe it is to swim, drink, and fish along the Fraser and its lower mainland tributaries. Stay tuned!

Donor Appreciation

We would like to say a special thank you to our most recent donors:

Sybil Carolan
Michael Chapman
James Christoff
Arthur Coley

Dr. Allan Connolly

Dhar and Harv Dhanda
Matthew Hornor

Lorin Gaertner

Gary Shokar

Unilogik

Carmen Wisemen

Your support has enabled us to continue our mission of ensuring salmon forever!
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Citizen-based Fraser Riverkeeper is a registered non-profit Canadian charitable organization dedicated to the
protection, conservation and improvement of the wat e r
and its tributaries. Full-time Riverkeeper, Doug Chapman, patrols our waters by boat, responding to
community pollution concerns and defending local waterways. We need to put in our charitable number

guality and fi sh

habit a

Fraser Riverkeeper Contact

#303-207 West Hastings

Vancouver, BC V6B 1H7

Phone: 778-737-4422

E-mail: mailto:info@fraserriverkeeper.ca
Website: http://www.fraserriverkeeper.ca

Board of Directors

Mark Mattson, President

Michael Chapman

Dr. Allan Connolly

Carol McDonald, Secretary/Treasurer
Kari Siirala, Director

Advisory Board
Dr. Elaine MacDonald
John Werring

Staff

Doug Chapman, Riverkeeper

Lauren Brown Hornor, Executive Director
Mary Woodbury, Office Manager

Supporters

Agent 5 Design

BC Bike Race

The Bullitt Foundation

City of Chilliwack

Coast Capital Savings
Desktop Designs

Ecojustice

Hzo Plus

Harbour Air

Hemi spher eds
Jack Johnson Foundation
McLean Foundation
Norcross Wildlife Foundation
RBC Blue Water Fund
Rivers Oceans And Mountains

TD Friends of the Environment Foundation
The Young Foundation

TEVA

The Tragically Hip

Wi ne Gui

d

Fraser Riverkeeper is a member of Waterkeeper Alliance, an
international grassroots advocacy organization founded by Robert F. Kennedy
Jr. Fraser Riverkeeper, the first Waterkeeper program to be established in
British Columbia, is one of nine Waterkeeper programs located across Canada,
and one of almost 190 worldwide.

WATERKEEFER™ALLIANCE
MEMBER
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